The Physical Setting
transition is gradual and no precise limit can be drawn.
The limits of climatic zones have varied and in the past
humid tropical conditions have extended much farther
north, with the result that lateritic ironstone has been
formed where it is now desert, and there are still remnants
as evidence of the change. The essential feature of the
red soil region is that the soil is sedentary and has been
formed from rocks underlying it. Except for alluvial
deposits near streams, it has not been transported. South
of the belt of dark clay soils lateritic ironstone begins to
prevail below the surface. The soil is more sandy and
does not crack. The ironstone, often in the form of a
gravel of little nodules, is very useful in making roads
and may be dug from shallow pits. In the Western
Sudan, Nigeria, etc., there is no belt of dark soil and the
red sand merges directly into the red soil of the tropics
with its lateritic ironstone.
Grass and trees grow freely on the red soil and people
cultivate ground according to their needs. They often
prefer to move rather than continue cultivating the same
ground.
Bordering the Sudan on the east are the Highlands of
Abyssinia where other conditions  prevail, consequently
the types of country of the Sudan plains are practically
limited by the boundary.
Bock Weathering
Bocks in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan are exposed to
atmospheric agents varying from those of the arid desert
in the north to the humid tropics in the south, as well as
to the humidity of the sea. Some interesting weathering
is displayed. In the desert the principal agent is the
wind and the sand it carries. The surface of the rock
is planed or grooved according to its variations in resis-
tance to abrasion by the wind-driven sand. The action
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